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Poetry: AGRI-2008-62316-00-00-TRA
INTERPRETATIVE NOTE N° 2008-27 
This interpretation does not prejudge any decision by the Court of Justice, which alone is competent to hand down legally binding rulings on the validity and interpretation of acts adopted by the Community institutions.
SECTOR:
Fruit and vegetables
SUBJECT: 
Producer organisations 
PROVISIONS CONCERNED: 
Article 122 of Council Regulation (EC) N° 1234/2007


TEXT OF THE INTERPRETATION : 
Q1 Can a producer continue being member of two POs for a given product (e.g. apples) when the first PO is recognised exclusively for fresh products and the second one for products destined for processing? 

Yes. Article 122(a)(iii) and (b) of Council Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 states that a PO shall be any legal entity or clearly defined part of a legal entity which is formed on the initiative of farmers who are producers of the fruit and vegetables sector in respect of farmers growing one or more products of that sector and/or of such products intended solely for processing. Article 125a(1)(b) of that Regulation provides that  PO members shall belong to only one PO in respect of a given holding’s production of any given product referred to in Article 122(a)(iii). Since Article 122(a)(iii) distinguishes between fresh products and ones intended for processing, the same producer can be simultaneously member of two POs, one for fresh products and one for products intended for processing.
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