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Poetry: AGRI-2008-62314-00-00-TRA
INTERPRETATIVE NOTE N° 2008-25 
This interpretation does not prejudge any decision by the Court of Justice, which alone is competent to hand down legally binding rulings on the validity and interpretation of acts adopted by the Community institutions.
SECTOR:
Fruit and vegetables
SUBJECT: 
Transitional measures – producer groups recognised under previous CMO
PROVISIONS CONCERNED: 
Article 203a of Council Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007

Articles 42, 51 and 64 of Commission Regulation (EC) No 
1580/2007
TEXT OF THE INTERPRETATION : 
Q1 Are recognition plans of PGs, submitted under Council Regulation (EC) No 2200/96 and close to  finalisation (e.g. plans approved for period 2004-2008 which will finish 31/12/2008) allowed to have an additional transitional period so that they can fulfil the requirements to become producer organisations according to provisions established in Council Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007? 
No. Article 203a(4) of Council Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 provides for a transitional rule for recognition plans of PGs which were granted preliminary recognition under Council Regulation (EC) No 2200/96 to continue benefiting from that acceptance under this Regulation until their end. No additional transitional periods are foreseen.

Q2 Is Article 51(4) of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1580/2007 applicable to a producer group finishing its 5th year in July 2008? 

Yes, Article 51(4) is applicable since Commission Regulation (EC) No 1943/2003 has been repealed.

Article 51(4) of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1580/2007 reads: "Member States shall fix the period, starting after implementation of the recognition plan, within which the producer group shall be required to be recognised as a producer organisation. The period shall not exceed four months."

Further, Article 42 of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1580/2007 on applications for recognition as a PO states that applications for recognition as a PO shall be submitted in any event before the end of the transitional period of 5 years in which they have to meet the conditions for recognition as POs. It continues: "From the date on which such an application is lodged, the group in question may submit a draft operational programme under Article 64".

Therefore PGs finishing their recognition plan on 1 July 2008 should be recognised as POs by 1 November 2008 at the latest. The PG should submit the application for recognition as PO before 1 July 2008, according to Article 42 of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1580/2007. The group in question may submit a draft operational programme, which under Article 64 of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1580/2007 should be done by 15 September 2008.

[image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7]
European Commission, B-1049 Brussels - Belgium. 
Contact: DG AGRI-M.1: Tel. (32-2) 29.59068, e.mail: agri-M1@ec.europa.eu 
RIPAC 2008-25 Page 1/2

