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ANNEX
Comments from the BE, CZ, DE, ES, IT, HU, NL, AT, PL, RO, FI delegations

Article 1 (3)

DE

The Commission proposal deletes the definition of "skimmed milk".  At the meeting of the Working Party on Horizontal Agricultural Questions on 17 January 2008, the Commission pointed out that the proposed addition in Article 1(5) provides an adequate definition of "skimmed milk".


Contrary to the Commission's view, the deletion of the definition of skimmed milk in Article 6(2)(c) of the single CMO gives rise to considerable application difficulties in some areas:


(a)
In Article 1(5), the definition of skimmed milk powder has been amended.  Reference is now made to "milk", instead of "skimmed milk" as previously.  The definition of "milk" in Article 6(2)(b) of the single CMO is as follows: "'milk' shall mean cow's milk produced in the Community".  Such milk is untreated cow's milk with a natural fat content.  Skimmed milk powder, however, can be made only from skimmed milk first obtained by removing the fat from milk, as described in the present definition in Article 10(1)(f) of the single CMO.  The wording is also misleading as regards the origin of milk.  While skimmed milk powder is required to be made in an approved undertaking in the Community, that disregards the need for the milk to come from the Community.  It is thus not at all clear that the proposed addition in Article 1(5) provides an adequate definition of "skimmed milk".


(b)
The deletion of the present Article 6(2)(c) of the single CMO also gives rise to problems in implementing Articles 99 and 100 of that CMO.  The use of the term "skimmed milk" in Article 99 leaves it open whether skimmed milk imported from non‑member countries or skimmed milk powder imported from non‑member countries and then reconstituted as skimmed milk is also permissible.  While Article 100 does make it clear that skimmed milk processed into casein or caseinates must have been produced in the Community, that wording still leaves the way open for reconstitution from skimmed milk powder imported from non‑member countries.


(c)
The term "skimmed milk" is also referred to in many other provisions in the single CMO.  In order to avoid any misunderstanding or misinterpretation, there is thus a pressing need to retain the clear, unequivocal definition in Article 6(2)(c) of the single CMO.

Article 1 (4)

BE

Article 8(1)(e)(ii) is replaced by the following:

"(ii)
EUR 169,80 per 100 kg for skimmed milk powder;"

Comment: In Annex IV amending Annex XXII to 1234/2007 (correlation table), the following change should be made with respect to 1255/1999:

	1234/2007
	1255/1999

	Article 8(1)
	Article 4(1)(b) 28(b)


Article 1 (5)

BE

Article 10(1)(f) is replaced by the following:

"(f)
skimmed milk powder of top quality made from milk in an approved undertaking in the Community by the spray process, with a minimum protein-content of 34,0 % by weight of the fat free dry matter."

Comment: [This comment concerns only the French version, not the English or Dutch versions.]

Article 1 (6)

BE
Article 15 is replaced by the following:

«Article 15
Butter

1.
For butter, public intervention shall be open during the period 1 March to 31 August of any year.

Comment: Is it necessary to stipulate "of any year"?

DE

Article 1(6) of the Commission proposal amends Article 15 of Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007.


As a result of that amendment, the words "the second subparagraph of" in Article 22 of Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 should be deleted.

Article 1 (8)

PL
SUGAR

Comments:

Provisions of proposed amendment to Council Regulation (EC) 1234/2007 do not include one of the amendments to Council Regulation (EC) No 318/2006 made under Reg. 1260/2007.

Art. 1 paragraph 5, of Council Regulation (EC) No 1260/2007 of 9 October 2007 amending Regulation (EC) No 318/2006 on the common organisation of the markets in the sugar sector, says:
"5. in point a of Article 18(3), the following indent shall be added:

"or

- for industrial use referred to in Article 13.".

This modification was omitted in proposed amendment to Council Regulation (EC) 1234/2007, which should be verified.
Article 1 (21)

BE

Article 103f
National framework and national strategy for operational programmes

1.
Member States shall establish a national framework for drawing up the general conditions relating to the actions referred to in Article 103c(3). This framework shall provide in particular that such actions shall meet the appropriate requirements of Council Regulation (EC) No 1698/2005**** including those in its Article 5 on complementarity, consistency and conformity.


Member States shall submit their proposed framework to the Commission which may require modifications within three months if it finds that the proposal does not enable the attainment of the objectives set out in Article 174 of the Treaty and in the sixth Community environment action programme*****. Investments on individual holdings supported by operational programmes shall also respect those objectives.

Question: What is the meaning of the asterisks?

CZ

p. 14, Article 103b(2) – Operational funds: "Operational funds shall be used only to finance operational programmes approved by Member States in accordance with Article 103f"_ this should read …"in accordance with Article 103g";
p. 19, Article 103h – Implementing rules, letter (ib) adds a point (v),  as follows: "as regards the fruit and vegetables and the processed fruit and vegetables sectors, the Standard recommendations adopted by the UN-Economic Commission for Europe (UN/ECE)” –  a more readily comprehensible wording would be preferable; 

DE

This section incorporates from Regulation (EC) No 1182/2007 a string of provisions concerning producer groups and producer organisations.  Article 1(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1182/2007 restricts the application of Titles III and IV of that Regulation (producer organisations and interbranch organisations) to fresh fruit and vegetables and/or products intended solely for processing, i.e. it precludes any application to processed fruit and vegetables.

That exclusion should also apply in this proposal.

AT
Re Article 1(21) (Article 103c)
Does not concern the English text.

PL
1)
Proposed provisions concerning producers’ groups and interbranch organizations in this sector do not include the requirement for these entities on being a legal person (or clearly defined part of legal person, in case of groups). 


This requirement should be carried over to provisions of Council Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007. 

2)
It seems that there is a syntax error in the proposal of art. 103 a (1). Therefore the first sentence of this paragraph should be replaced as follows:


“1. During transitional period allowed pursuant to Article 125e, to producer groups in the fruit and vegetables sector which have been formed in view of being recognized as a producer organization, Member States may grant:”

Article 1 (22)

BE
Article 113d: At the Council meeting on 21 January, Belgium will ask for the reintroduction of the legal basis for a separate budget line of EUR 8 million for the logistical costs of free distribution, as mentioned in the financial statement of the initial COM proposal.

ES
There are some aspects currently included in Regulation (EC) No 1182/2007 which do not seem to be reflected in the Commission draft, more specifically:

(1)
Article 2(4) of Regulation No 1182/2007:


"4.
The marketing standards referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2:


(a)
shall apply at all marketing stages including import and export unless otherwise provided for by the Commission;".

In the draft amendment of the single CMO, this point is subsumed in Article 121(a)(iii), which states that the Commission is to establish marketing standards for products imported into or exported from the Community.

In our view, there is a subtle but significant difference here, since under Regulation No 1182/2007 those standards came within the Council's purview, whereas they are now overtly brought within the Commission's.  We therefore propose that:

The following new paragraph 2(a)(vi) should be added to Article 113 of Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007:


"(vi)
that, as regards fresh or processed fruit and vegetables, the marketing standards shall apply at all marketing stages, including import and export, unless otherwise provided by the Commission.".

Article 1 (23)

BE
The following Articles 113a and 113b are inserted after Article 113:

Article 113b
Marketing of the meat of bovine animals aged 12 months or less

1.
Without prejudice to the provisions laid down in Article 42(1)(a) and (2) and point A of Annex V, the conditions laid down in Annex XIa, in particular the sales descriptions to be used set out in point III thereof, shall apply to the meat of bovine animals aged 12 months or less slaughtered after 1 July 2008, whether produced in the Community or imported from third countries. 

Comment: [This comment does not concern the English version.] 

DE
1)
The proposed addition of an Article 113a here imposes additional requirements for the marketing of products of the fruit and vegetables sector.


It is crucially important to Germany that both the standards under Article 113 and the provisions on soundness and fairness should be described as marketing standards.  This is in line with the agreement reached after intense discussions on the reform of the fruit and vegetables CMO, as reflected in Article 2(4) of Regulation (EC) No 1182/2007.


Article 113a therefore needs to be amended to read as follows:

"Article 113a

Additional requirements for the marketing of the products of the fruit and vegetables sector
1.
The products of the fruit and vegetables sector which are intended to be sold fresh to the consumer may be marketed only if they are sound, fair and of marketable quality and if the country of origin is indicated.

2.
The marketing standards referred to in paragraph 1 and in Article 113(1)(b) and (c) shall apply at all marketing stages, including import and export, unless otherwise provided by the Commission.

3.
[paragraph 2 unchanged]

4.
[paragraph 3 unchanged]".

2)
In the new Article 113b to be inserted, we welcome the following addition suggested by the Commission at the meeting on 17 January 2008: "the meat of bovine animals ... slaughtered on or after 1 July 2008".

ES

One or two aspects of Regulation (EC) No 1182/2007 have been included in the new draft in a different form:

–
Article 2(5):

"The holder of products covered by the adopted marketing standards may not display such products or offer them for sale or deliver or market them in any manner within the Community other than in conformity with those standards.  The holder shall be responsible for ensuring such conformity.".

Whereas in the proposed amendment of Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007, Article 113a(2) merely states that:

"2.
The holder of products of the fruit and vegetables and processed fruit and vegetables sector covered by marketing standards shall be responsible for ensuring conformity with the first subparagraph of Article 113(3).".

We therefore propose that the present wording of Article 2(5) of Regulation (EC) No 1182/2007 be given in full.

(OLIVE OIL)

· Article 113 (Marketing standards)

The amendments to be added must not entail any fundamental change to the existing rules.

Article 113(2)(a)(iii), as it now stands, provides for marketing standards to be established taking into account, in particular, "the interest of consumers to receive adequate and transparent product information".

The proposed Article 113(2)(a)(iii) adds that the information given to consumers must in particular relate to country of origin, class and, where appropriate, variety (or commercial type).

The proposed text is an exact copy of the text in Article 2(4)(b) of Council Regulation (EC) No 1182/07 (specific rules as regards the fruit and vegetable sector). In so far as it is obligatory to indicate the country of origin in the case of fruit and vegetables sold fresh although not in the case of other products (in the olive oil regulations indication of the country of origin is optional), the text in question, if extended to all products covered by Article 113, could be interpreted as an obligation to state the country of origin.
It must be absolutely clear in the text that indication of the country of origin refers only to fruit and vegetables.  It seems logical to us that special features of the rules relating to fruit should be consigned to articles dealing exclusively with those products.


PROPOSAL FOR AMENDMENT

Consequently, we propose that the current Article 113(2)(a)(iii) should not be changed and that the proposed new Article 113a (Additional requirements for the marketing of the products of the fruit and vegetables sector) should be amended by adding a paragraph 4, stating that "the marketing standards for fruit and vegetables shall be established taking into account the interest of consumers in receiving adequate and transparent product information as regards in particular the country of origin, the class and, where appropriate, the variety (or the commercial type) of the product".
IT
Article 2(4)(a) (marketing standards) of Regulation (EC) No 1182/07 which states that  those standards "shall apply at all marketing stages including import and export unless otherwise provided for by the Commission" has not been taken over.

In the fruit and vegetable sector, too, these powers have been transferred to the Commission, as provided for in Article 121(a) of Regulation No 1234/07.

We would ask for these powers to remain with the Council, given the particular importance of standards in the fruit and vegetable sector and of the existence of a consistent and well-established body of rules developed by the Council in applying such standards.

Article 2(5) (marketing standards) of Regulation (EC) 1182/07 on the responsibility of the holder of products covered by marketing standards has been taken over in Article  113a (2), but in an extremely simplified form of words.

We would like to see the text taken over in full, with the following wording: "The holder of  products covered by the adopted marketing standards may not display such products or offer them for sale or deliver or market them in any manner within the Community other than in conformity with those standards.  The holder shall be resposible for ensuring such conformity."

The detailed implementing rules to be adopted, involving the Management Committee procedure, as indicated in Article 42(a)(i) of Regulation (EC) No 1182/07 concerning  "the products subject to standardisation and the making of provision for marketing standards referred to in Article 2, in particular to define what constitutes a product which is of sound, fair and marketable quality" were not included in Article 121(a) of Regulation No 1234/07.

The reference to the concept of "sound, fair and marketable quality" must be retained, given also that the Commission is already working on that marketing standard in direct cooperation with the Working Party on Marketing Standards.

For the adoption of the detailed implementing rules on the provisions relating to marketing standards listed in Article 42 (a)(i) to (v) of Regulation (EC) No 1182/07, which are taken over in Articles 121 and 121(a) of Regulation No 1234/07, there is no longer explicit provision for intervention by the Management Committee.
Although this means that the Commission can act autonomously,  for the fruit and vegetable sector we need to maintain the status quo.
AT
Re Article 1 (23) (Article 113a)
The present Article 2(4)(a) of Regulation (EC) No 1182/2007 should also be included:

"The marketing standards shall apply at all marketing stages including import and export unless otherwise provided for by the Commission."

Reason

The original wording is clear and leaves no room for doubt as to the responsibility of the market participants concerned and thus enhances legal certainty.

PL
Art. 2 (5) of Council Regulation precisely specifies that products covered by standards may not be displayed or offered for sale or delivered to the market in a way that not complies with those standards. There is a risk that laconic wording proposed in art. 113a (2) will not fully reflect the essence determined in Council Regulation (EC) No 1182/2007.

Article 1 (24)

BE

Article 121 is amended as follows:

"(j)
as regards the conditions that shall be used in the marketing of the meat of bovine animals aged 12 months or less in accordance with Article 113b:

(i)
the practical method of indicating the category identification letter as defined in point II of Annex XIa, as regards the location and size of the characters used;

(ii)
the import of meat from third countries as referred to in point VIII of Annex XIa, as regards the method of verifying compliance with this Regulation."


Comment: There are several "modes", not just one "method". Compare the use of "modalities" instead of "méthode" in the French version of Article 11 of Regulation No 700/2007.

DE
Article 1(24)(a)
This should include the provision under Article 42(a)(ii) of Regulation (EC) No 1182/2007 that the Commission may lay down rules on "conformity inspections, in particular on their consistent application in Member States".

Article 1(24)(b)
This provision would add to Article 121 of Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 a subparagraph (j) laying down conditions for the marketing of meat of bovine animals aged 12 months or less.

HU
Point (24) in the Proposal 

Article 121 is amended as follows:

(a) Point (a) is replaced by the following:


"The Commission shall establish the detailed rules for the application of this Chapter, which may in particular relate to:


(a) marketing standards referred to in Articles 113 and 113a including rules on: 
the application of the standards to products imported into, or exported from, the Community;"


However Article 2 paragraph (2) point a) of the Reg. No 1182/2007 reads as follows: 


"4. The marketing standards referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2:


shall apply at all marketing stages including import and export unless otherwise provided for by the Commission;"


The Proposal has transferred an exceptional competence to Commission calling it as a general power. This amendment has changed the interpretation of this disposition and do not meet the original meaning laid down in the fruit and vegetable Regulation.

PL
It is not clear why the provisions on allowing the Commission to elaborate the implementing rules on conformity inspections in particular on their consistent application in Member States [art. 42 (a) (ii) of Reg. 1182/2007], are not transferred to Reg. 1234/2007. Was it overlooked or omitted on purpose?

Article 1 (25)

BE

Article 122 is amended as follows: 

(b)
Point (c)(iii) is replaced by the following:

"(iii)
promoting the rationalisation and mechanisation of production, in particular in view of optimising production costs and stabilising producer prices."

Comment: Optimising production costs and stabilising producer prices is not limited to rationalisation and mechanisation of production.

Under point (c)(iii), planning of production is missing; this is different from adapting production. Planning was added during the Council negotiations and is also mentioned in the goals of the CMO and the types of measures under Art 103c(1)(a). 

DE

This provision is to replace Article 122(c)(iii) as regards the aims of producer organisations.  However, only a list of possible aims is given here.  There is no requirement, as under Article 3(1)(c) of Regulation (EC) No 1182/2007, that one or more of a list of three objectives must be pursued.  Nor do the wording and substance of the aims tally with Regulation (EC) No 1182/2007.

In Article 122(c)(iii) in particular, the aim clearly differs from the present objective: "optimising production costs and stabilising producer prices" (Article 3(1)(c)(iii) of Regulation (EC) No 1182/2007.  That objective should be retained, as it is broader than the proposed new wording.

ES

Article 3(1)(c)(i) of Regulation No 1182/2007:

"(c)
it has one or more of the following objectives:

(i)
ensuring that production is planned and adjusted to demand, particularly in terms of quality and quantity;".

Whereas the proposed amendment of Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 includes:

Article 122(c)(ii):

"(c)
pursue a specific aim, which may in particular relate to:

(ii)
adapting production jointly to the requirements of the market and improving the product;".

We therefore propose that the present wording of Article 3(1)(c)(i) of Regulation (EC) No 1182/2007 be retained.

HU
Point (25) in the Proposal

According to modified wording of art. 122 (c) producer organisation is supposed to pursue a specific aim, which may in particular relate to:

"(iii) promoting the rationalisation and mechanisation of production, in particular in view of optimising production costs and stabilising producer prices."

This wording has not the same meaning as the approach determined in Council Regulation (EC) No 1182/2007. According to art. 3 (1) (c) of that regulation at least one of the specified aims has to be implemented by producer organisation. Moreover, according to new wording of Article 122 (c) (iii), one of aim which is to pursue by producer organisation, was determined as only: promoting the rationalisation and mechanisation of production, in particular in view of optimising production costs and stabilising producer prices.

It does not entirely reflect the aim determined in art. 3 (1) (c), which is: optimising production costs and stabilising producer prices. 

AT
Re Article 1(25) (Article 122)
Point (b) (which is not included in the proposal) reads at present:

"(b)
are formed on the initiative of the producers;"

It would be better to use the original wording as in Article 3(1)(a) of Regulation (EC) No 1182/2007:

"(b)
are formed on the initiative of farmers within the meaning of …;"
Reason

Cf. Article 3(1)(a) of Regulation (EC) No 1182/2007:

"it is formed on the initiative of farmers within the meaning of Article 2(a) of Regulation (EC) No 1782/2003, who are growers of one or more products listed in Article 1(2) of Regulation (EC) No 2200/96 and/or of such products intended solely for processing;"

(The first sentence does not concern the English text).

The original text in Article 3(1)(e) of Regulation (EC) No 1182/2007 also states a requirement for recognition by the Member State concerned.

PL
According to modified wording of art. 122 (c) producer organization is supposed to pursue a specific aim, which may in particular relate to:


(i)
concentrating supply and marketing the produce of the members;


(ii)
adapting production jointly to requirements of the market and improving the product;


(iii)
promoting the rationalisation and mechanisation of production, in particular in view of optimising production costs and stabilising producer prices.

It means that implementing the above mentioned aims is not obligatory and it is enough to pursue any specific aim also other from those specified.

Such approach is not in line with the one determined in Council Regulation (EC) No 1182/2007. According to art. 3 (1) (c) of that regulation at least one of the specified aims has to be implemented by producer organization.

Moreover, according to new wording of art.122 (c) (iii), one of aim which is to pursue by producer organization, was determined as only:


(iii) promoting the rationalisation and mechanisation of production, in particular in view of optimising production costs and stabilising producer prices.

It does not entirely reflect the aim determined in art. 3 (1) (c), which is: optimizing production costs and stabilizing producer prices.

Provisions of modified Council Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 concerning such crucial matter as aims to implement by producers’ organizations should exactly reflect those determined in Regulation 1182/2007.

Article 1 (26)

BE

Article 123 is amended as follows:

(a)
The first paragraph becomes paragraph 1.

(b)
The second paragraph is replaced by the following:

"2.
Where interbranch organisations referred to in paragraph 1 carry out their activities in the territories of several Member States, recognition shall be granted by the Commission without the assistance of the Committee referred to in Article 195.

3.
Further to paragraph 1, Member States shall also recognise interbranch organisations which:"


Comment: [This comment does not concern the English version.]

Article 1 (27)

CZ
p. 24, Article 125c – Association of producer organisations in the fruit and vegetables sector – The Czech Republic proposes adding "The rule in Article 125a(4) shall likewise apply to associations of producer organisations";
p. 29, Article 125n – Financial contributions of non-members– The Czech Republic proposes amending the name of the Article to "Financial contributions of producers who are not members of the organisation";

IT
There is a reference to Regulation (EC) No 834/07 (organic farming) which replaced Regulation No 2092/91 but will not enter into force until 1 January 2009, up to which date Regulation No 2092/91 will continue to apply.  It would be more logical to refer to Regulation 2092/91 as well.

HU
Point (27) in the Proposal

Article 7 paragraph (1) of Reg no 1182/2007

"1. For the purposes of this Regulation, a producer group shall be any legal entity or clearly defined part of a legal entity which is formed on the initiative of farmers within the meaning of Article 2(a) of Regulation (EC) No 1782/2003, who are growers of one or more products listed in Article 1(2) of Regulation (EC) No 2200/96 and/or of such products intended solely for processing, with a view to being recognised as a producer organisation."

Article 125e of the Proposal does not contain the definition of producer groups laid down in Article 7 paragraph (1) of the fruit and vegetable Regulation. Our view is that this definition is an essential part of the fruit and vegetable ruling. Thus this definition should be maintained.

NL

125b

paragraph 1
NL would like to ask the Commission to consider adding the words ‘in the fruit and vegetables sector’ after the beginning of the sentence in paragraph 1:

 ‘Member States shall recognise as producer organisations in the fruit and vegetables sector all legal entities or clearly defined parts of legal entities……’

Clarification:

Even though the heading of Section IA indicates that the section contains rules regarding producer organisations in the fruit and vegetables sector it is not clear out of the wording of article 125b that it only involves producer organisations in that sector. Article 125a is, for example, more clear to this point. 

125b

paragraph 2

NL would like to ask the Commission to consider changing the reference to ‘this Title’ in paragraph 2, subparagraph b into ‘this Chapter’.

Clarification:

The reference to ‘Title’ means that the range of checks is extended to subjects (marketing standards and conditions for the production), which do not relate to the recognition of producer organisations in the fruit and vegetables sector.
Article 1 (31)

PL
The reference made in art. 141 (1) should consider articles 135-140a instead of 135-140.

Article 1 (32)

NL

Article 153, paragraph 1

NL would like to ask the Commission to consider changing the first sentence of point 32 into the following:

‘In article 153, paragraph 1, first sentence, is replaced by the following:’

Clarification:

Leaving out the reference to the first sentence would legally mean that paragraph 1 as a whole will be replaced by the mentioned sentence, which cannot be the intention. 

 Article 1 (33)

BE

In Article 161(1), the following points are inserted after point (d):

"(e)
fruit and vegetables;

(f)
processed fruit and vegetables;

(g)
beef and veal;

(h)
milk and milk products;

(i)
pig meat;

(j)
sheep meat and goat meat;

(k)
eggs;

(l)
poultry meat;

(m)
agricultural ethyl alcohol."


Comment: For the purposes of clarity, it would be more correct to say "In Article 161(1), points (e) to (k) are replaced by the following:". 

Article 2
DE
In order to make any future consolidated version of Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 more reader‑friendly, the repeals of Council Regulations listed here should be incorporated into Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 by amending Article 201 of it.

Article 3
BE

This Regulation shall enter into force on the seventh day following that of its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union.


It shall apply from 1 July 2008. However:


(a)
points 3, 4, 5, 7, 11 and 12 of Article 1 shall apply from 1 September 2008;


(b)
points 8, 13 to 17 and 30 of Article 1 shall apply from 1 October 2008.


Comment: Point (a) concerns the changes made in the milk sector. Should point 13 (private storage) not also be included? 


Point (b) concerns the changes made in the sugar sector. Should the reference not be to points 14 to 17 (rather than 13 to 17)? Point (30) concerns the fruit and vegetables sector. Is this the right reference? 

DE
If the suggestions [concerning Article 2] are taken up, it would be advisable also to amend Article 3 of the proposal accordingly.

IT
The amendment referred to in point 18 of the proposal under discussion applies as from 1 October 2008 and not 1 July 2008.  This means that the provision in subparagraph (b) should be amended as follows: "point 8, points 13 to 18 and point 30......".
AT

Re Article 3
Article 3(a) of the proposal for a Regulation reads:

"points 3, 4, 5, 7, 11 and 12 of Article 1 shall apply from 1 September 2008;"

It should read:

"points 3, 4, 5, 7, 11, 12 and 13 of Article 1 shall apply from 1 September 2008;"

Reason

Point 13 amends Article 36(1) to bring it into line with the amended Article 31(1) (longkeeping cheeses have been moved from (e) to (d)). The amendment to Article 31(1) does not apply until 1 September 2008, so the consequent amendment to Article 36(1) should not apply until 1 September 2008 either.

ANNEX I
DE
(a)
In the insertion of an Annex VIIb, paragraph 1(c) should also include a reference to Article 58, as otherwise the additional quota for isoglucose could not be reduced accordingly.

(b)
In the insertion of an Annex VIIc, "and 3" in the introductory part of paragraph 1 should be deleted.

ANNEX II
BE

"Annex XIa

Marketing of the meat of bovine animals aged 12 months or less 

in accordance with Article 113b


III.
Sales descriptions

2.
The meat of bovine animals aged 12 months or less shall only be marketed in the Member States under the following sales description(s):


Comment: This provision was previously more explicit: the following sales descriptions as fixed for every Member State; this was so because descriptions were different in different Member States

3.
The sales descriptions referred to in paragraph 1 may be supplemented by an indication of the name or designation of the pieces of meat or offal concerned.


Comment: There is confusion between the language versions of Reg. 700/2007. It should be paragraph 2 like in the Dutch version.


IV.
Compulsory information on the label

1.
Without prejudice to Article 3(1) of Directive 2000/13/EC and Articles 13, 14 and 15 of Regulation (EC) No 1760/2000, at each stage of production and marketing, operators shall label the meat of bovine animals aged 12 months or less with the following information:

(a)
the age of the animals on slaughter, indicated, as the case may be, on the form "age on slaughter: up to 8 months" in the case of animals aged 8 months or less, or "age on slaughter: from 8 to 12 months" in the case of animals aged more than 8 months but not more than 12 months;

2.
In the case of the meat of bovine animals aged 12 months or less presented for sale un‑prepacked at the point of retail sale to the final consumer, Member States shall lay down rules on how the information referred to in paragraph 1 is to be indicated.


Comment: [This comment does not concern the English version.] 


VI.
Recording

At each stage of production and marketing of the meat of bovine animals aged 12 months or less, operators shall, in order to guarantee the accuracy of labelling information referred to in points IV and V, record in particular the following information:

(b)
an indication of a reference number making it possible to establish a link between, on the one hand, the identification of the animals from which the meat originates and, on the other hand, the sales description, the age on slaughter and the category identification letter given on the meat label;


Comment: [This comment does not concern the English version.]  


VII.
Official checks

1.
Before 1 July 2008 Member States shall designate the competent authority or authorities responsible for official checks performed to verify the application of Article 113a and this Annex and inform the Commission thereof.


Comment: This should be Article 113b.

3.
The Commission shall, jointly with the competent authorities, ensure that Member States are complying with the provisions of Article 113a and this Annex.


Comment: This should be Article 113b.

4.
The Commission's experts shall carry out, where required, jointly with the competent authorities concerned, and where applicable, the Member States' experts, on the spot checks to ensure that the provisions of Article 113a and this Annex are being implemented.


Comment: This should be Article 113b.


IX.
Penalties

Without prejudice to any specific provisions which may be adopted by the Commission in accordance with Article 194 of this Regulation, Member States shall lay down the rules on penalties applicable to infringements of the provisions of this Annex and shall take all measures necessary to ensure that they are implemented. The penalties provided for shall be effective, proportionate and dissuasive. The Member States shall notify the provisions on the penalties to the Commission by 1 July 2009 at the latest and shall notify it without delay of any subsequent amendment affecting them."


Comment: The first sentence is a completely new addition.


In the past there was an Article 12 indicating the management committee. Is this now specified horizontally?
DE

The following points should be made concerning the insertion of an Annex XIa:

[...] (linguistic comments)
–
Section IX includes a reference to Article 194 of Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007, which does not appear in Regulation (EC) No 700/2007 and which we reject as unnecessary.

PL
MEAT

Comments:

The reference to art.113a made in Annex II section VII paragraphs, should be replaced by reference to art.113b.

Article 160(1) of Council Regulation 1234/2007 

IT

The text of this Article has not been implemented in respect of the fruit and vegetable sector, for which such arrangements are laid down in Article 39 of Regulation (EC) No 1182/07.
RO
Amending the provision of article 160 (1), first sentence of the Regulation (EC) 1234/2007 by adding the fruit and vegetable sector next to the other sectors submitted to the suspension of inward processing arrangements.

Article 174(1) of Council Regulation 1234/2007 

RO

Amending the provision of article 174 (1), first sentence of the Regulation (EC) 1234/2007 by adding the fruit and vegetable sector next to the other sectors submitted to the suspension of outward processing arrangements.

Article 175 of Council Regulation 1234/2007 

FI

The Commission proposal does not include amendment of Article 175 of the Single CMO. However, in our opinion, Article 175 should be amended in two respects. 

Firstly also reference to the new Article 176a should be added after the reference to Article 176.

Secondly, as fruit and vegetables are in the future covered by the Single CMO, the list at the end of the Article should read "...products referred to in points (a) to (k) and points (m) to (u)...". A similar change should also be made to Article 1 of the Regulation (EC) No 1184/2006, which was last amended by Article 200 of the Single CMO.

Article 175 of Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 and Regulation (EC) No 1184/2006

DE
This proposal brings the fruit and vegetables sector into the single CMO.  The references in Articles 175 and 180 of Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 should therefore also include fresh and processed fruit and vegetables (Article 1(1)(i) and (j) of Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007).  A similar amendment should be included in Regulation (EC) No 1184/2006 as well.

Article 180 of Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007
IT

The text of this Article has not been implemented in respect of the fruit and vegetable sector, for which such arrangements are laid down in Article 41 of Regulation (EC) No 1182/07.
The text of this Article has not been implemented in respect of the fruit and vegetable products listed in Article 1(1)(i) and (j), for which application of the arrangements on State aid is provided for in Article 43 of Regulation (EC) No 1182/07.
This text does not take over subparagraph (b) of the second paragraph of Article 43 of Regulation (EC) No 1182/07 on derogations for Spain and Italy, on the basis of which those two countries are authorised to provide State aid of EUR 15 million during the 2007/2008 marketing year to suppport the tomato processing sector. The marketing year ends on 14 June 2008.
DE
This proposal brings the fruit and vegetables sector into the single CMO.  The references in Articles 175 and 180 of Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 should therefore also include fresh and processed fruit and vegetables (Article 1(1)(i) and (j) of Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007). 
Article 204(2)(c) of Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007
IT

Point 16: the provison in Article 204(2)(c) of Regulation (EC) No 1234/07 should be amended as follows: "…. (c) as regards the sugar sector, from 1 October 2008."
Part IV(2) of Annex III to Council Regulation 1234/2007 

DE
At the Working Party meeting on 17 January 2008, the Portuguese delegation pointed to the inconsistency between the definitions of adult bovine animals and bovine animals aged under 12 months.  The resulting imprecision in the rules could best be resolved by defining "adult bovine animals" as "bovine animals aged over 12 months", rather than with a live weight of more than 300 kg, in Part IV(2) of Annex III to Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007.

Article 45 Regulation (EC) No 1182/2007

HU

"Expenditure

Expenditure under this Regulation shall be deemed to be intervention measures to regulate agricultural markets as referred to in Article 3(1)(b) of Regulation (EC) No 1290/2005."

Article 190 does not contain the abovementioned statement which needs further clarification.  

_______________
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