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	General Secretariat
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	Subject :
	Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 establishing a common organisation of agricultural markets and on specific provisions for certain agricultural products ("Single CMO Regulation")


With a view to the meeting of the Working Party on Horizontal Agricultural Questions on 4 February 2008, delegations will find attached an English-language version of the comments received from the Austrian delegation. 
______________

ANNEX
COMMENTS BY AUSTRIA
· Re Article 1(21) (Article 103c)
Does not concern the English text.
· Re Article 1 (23) (Article 113a)
The present Article 2(4)(a) of Regulation (EC) No 1182/2007 should also be included:

"The marketing standards shall apply at all marketing stages including import and export unless otherwise provided for by the Commission."
Reason
The original wording is clear and leaves no room for doubt as to the responsibility of the market participants concerned and thus enhances legal certainty.

· Re Article 1(25) (Article 122)
Point (b) (which is not included in the proposal) reads at present:

"(b)
are formed on the initiative of the producers;"
It would be better to use the original wording as in Article 3(1)(a) of Regulation (EC) No 1182/2007:

"(b)
are formed on the initiative of farmers within the meaning of …;"
Reason
Cf. Article 3(1)(a) of Regulation (EC) No 1182/2007:

"it is formed on the initiative of farmers within the meaning of Article 2(a) of Regulation (EC) No 1782/2003, who are growers of one or more products listed in Article 1(2) of Regulation (EC) No 2200/96 and/or of such products intended solely for processing;"
(The first sentence does not concern the English text).

The original text in Article 3(1)(e) of Regulation (EC) No 1182/2007 also states a requirement for recognition by the Member State concerned.
· Re Article 3
Article 3(a) of the proposal for a Regulation reads:

"points 3, 4, 5, 7, 11 and 12 of Article 1 shall apply from 1 September 2008;"
It should read:
"points 3, 4, 5, 7, 11, 12 and 13 of Article 1 shall apply from 1 September 2008;"
Reason
Point 13 amends Article 36(1) to bring it into line with the amended Article 31(1) (longkeeping cheeses have been moved from (e) to (d)). The amendment to Article 31(1) does not apply until 1 September 2008, so the consequent amendment to Article 36(1) should not apply until 1 September 2008 either.
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