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MEETING DOCUMENT
	from :
	General Secretariat

	to :
	delegations
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	Subject :
	Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 establishing a common organisation of agricultural markets and on specific provisions for certain agricultural products ("Single CMO Regulation")


With a view to the meeting of the Working Party on Horizontal Agricultural Questions on 

4 February to 2008, delegations will find attached an English-language version of the comments from the Italian delegation. 
______________

ANNEX
COMMENTS BY THE ITALIAN DELEGATION
	FRUIT AND VEGETABLES 
References to the 

Articles of the proposal
	Comments
	

	Art. 113a - marketing standards

 – additional requirements for the fruit and vegetable sector

	Article 2(4)(a) (marketing standards) of Regulation (EC) No 1182/07 which states that  those standards "shall apply at all marketing stages including import and export unless otherwise provided for by the Commission" has not been taken over.
In the fruit and vegetable sector, too, these powers have been transferred to the Commission, as provided for in Article 121(a) of Regulation No 1234/07.
We would ask for these powers to remain with the Council, given the particular importance of standards in the fruit and vegetable sector and of the existence of a consistent and well-established body of rules developed by the Council in applying such standards.
………………..
Article 2(5) (marketing standards) of Regulation (EC) 1182/07 on the responsibility of the holder of products covered by marketing standards has been taken over in Article  113a (2), but in an extremely simplified form of words.
We would like to see the text taken over in full, with the following wording: "The holder of  products covered by the adopted marketing standards may not display such products or offer them for sale or deliver or market them in any manner within the Community other than in conformity with those standards.  The holder shall be resposible for ensuring such conformity."
…………………….
The detailed implementing rules to be adopted, involving the Management Committee procedure, as indicated in Article 42(a)(i) of Regulation (EC) No 1182/07 concerning  "the products subject to standardisation and the making of provision for marketing standards referred to in Article 2, in particular to define what constitutes a product which is of sound, fair and marketable quality" were not included in Article 121(a) of Regulation No 1234/07.
The reference to the concept of "sound, fair and marketable quality" must be retained, given also that the Commission is already working on that marketing standard in direct cooperation with the Working Party on Marketing Standards.
…………………
For the adoption of the detailed implementing rules on the provisions relating to marketing standards listed in Article 42 (a)(i) to (v) of Regulation (EC) No 1182/07, which are taken over in Articles 121 and 121(a) of Regulation No 1234/07, there is no longer explicit provision for intervention by the Management Committee.
Although this means that the Commission can act autonomously,  for the fruit and vegetable sector we need to maintain the status quo.
	

	Art. 125 f(5)  extension of rules
	There is a reference to Regulation (EC) No 834/07 (organic farming) which replaced Regulation No 2092/91 but will not enter into force until 1 January 2009, up to which date Regulation No 2092/91 will continue to apply.  It would be more logical to refer to Regulation 2092/91 as well.
	

	Art. 141 – additional import duties
	There is full concordance with the corresponding text in Article 35(1) of Regulation No 1182/07, the only difference being that in paragraph 1(a) and (b) the Italian terms "prezzo di soglia" and "quantitativo di soglia"  used in Regulation No 1182/07 have been replaced by "prezzo limite" and "volume limite".
	

	Art. 160 – suspension of inward processing arrangements
	The text of this Article has not been implemented in respect of the fruit and vegetable sector, for which such arrangements are laid down in Article 39 of Regulation (EC) No 1182/07.
	

	Art. 180 – suspension of outward processing arrangements
	The text of this Article has not been implemented in respect of the fruit and vegetable sector, for which such arrangements are laid down in Article 41 of Regulation (EC) No 1182/07.

	

	Art. 180 – application of Articles 81 to 86 of the Treaty
	The text of this Article has not been implemented in respect of the fruit and vegetable products listed in Article 1(1)(i) and (j), for which application of the arrangements on State aid is provided for in Article 43 of Regulation (EC) No 1182/07.
This text does not take over subparagraph (b) of the second paragraph of Article 43 of Regulation (EC) No 1182/07 on derogations for Spain and Italy, on the basis of which those two countries are authorised to provide State aid of EUR 15 million during the 2007/2008 marketing year to suppport the tomato processing sector. The marketing year ends on 14 June 2008.
	

	
	Powers of the Management Committee

In addition to the cases already cited, the powers of the Management Committee as laid down in Regulation  (EC) No 1182/07 have been transferred to the Commission for establishing: 

· the terms and conditions on which and the frequency with which Member States are to report to the Commission on the activities of interbranch organisations (Article 21(4) of Regulation (EC) No 1182/07)

· the detailed implementing rules for the arrangements governing trade with third countries (Articles 28 to 41 of Regulation (EC) No 1182/07).
	

	· Sugar
Article 1 
	Point 16: the provison in Article 204(2)(c) of Regulation (EC) No 1234/07 should be amended as follows: "…. (c) as regards the sugar sector, from 1 October 2008."
	

	Article 3(b)
	The amendment referred to in point 18 of the proposal under discussion applies as from 1 October 2008 and not 1 July 2008.  This means that the provision in subparagraph (b) should be amended as follows: "point 8, points 18 to 18 and point 30......".
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