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Delegations will find attached the Presidency compromise package.
This package has been prepared by the Presidency with a view to accommodating delegations' concerns raised in the Working Party on Horizontal Agricultural Questions (Simplification of the CAP) during its second examination of the Commission proposal following the policy debate in Council at its session on 19 March 2007.  It was discussed in the Working Party on 23 May 2007. 
The compromise package comprises four documents:
· the Presidency compromise on the six outstanding points (Annex).  Delegations are invited to note that this text has not been approved by the Commission services.  It remains unchanged compared to that already discussed in the Working Party

· the draft Regulation prepared by the Working Party in consultation with the Commission services (ADD 1). This is a cleaned up but otherwise identical version of the text discussed in the Working Party on 23 May 2007. This will be made available in all languages
· the declarations to be made by the Commission and drawn up in consultation with the Commission services. These remain unchanged as compared to those discussed in the Working Party (ADD 2)
· the further amendments to the draft Regulation prepared in consultation with the Commission services further to the Working Party of 23 May 2007 (ADD 3).

This package will be presented to the Special Committee on Agriculture at its meeting on 29 May 2007.
____________

ANNEX
Presidency compromise on the outstanding points
1. Public intervention in the pigmeat sector

Public intervention in the pigmeat sector is maintained. (The related text proposal amending the Regulation will follow.)
2. Management Committee for the Common Organisation of Agricultural Markets
a) The following text is added to Article 188(1):

"The organisation of meetings of the Committee shall take into account, in particular, the scope of its responsibilities, the specificities of the subject to be dealt with, the need to involve appropriate expertise and the need for efficiency in its operation."

b) Declaration to be made by the Commission: 
The Commission non-paper on "Working arrangements for the Management Committee following the adoption of the single Common Market Organisation" (DS 296/07) shall be transformed into a Commission declaration.
3. Article 153: Safeguard Clause

Article 153 is amended as follows:

Article 153
Safeguard measures

1.
Safeguard measures against imports into the Community shall be taken by the Commission, subject to paragraph 3 of this Article, in accordance with Council Regulations (EC) No 519/94
 and (EC) No 3285/94
. However, Articles 3 and 18 of Regulation (EC) No 519/94 and Articles 3 and 21 of Regulation (EC) No 3285/94 shall not apply.

2.
(unchanged)

3.
Measures referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 may be taken by the Commission without the assistance of the Committee referred to in Article 188(1) at the request of a Member State or on its own initiative. If the Commission receives a request from a Member State, it shall take a decision thereon within five working days following receipt of the request.

The Member States shall be notified of such measures, which shall be immediately applicable.

Decisions taken Measures decided on by the Commission pursuant to paragraphs 1 and 2 may be referred to the Council by any Member State within five working days of the date on which they were notified. The Council shall meet without delay. It may, acting by qualified majority, amend or repeal the decisionmeasures in question within one month following the date on which they were referred to the Council.

4.

(unchanged)

4. Article 47(1): sugar beet purchase terms

Declaration concerning Article 47(1) to be made by the Commission:

"The Commission intends to incorporate Annex II of Regulation (EC) No 318/2006 (sugar beet purchase terms) into the implementing rules to be adopted."
5. Article 117(c): specificities of producer organisations in the hops sector

Declaration concerning Article 117(c) to be made by the Commission:

"With regard to the application of Article 68a of Regulation (EC) No 1782/2003 in conjunction with Article 117 of this Regulation, the Commission intends to include the necessary provisions as currently contained in Regulation (EC) No 1952/2005 and, in particular, Article 6 thereof in the implementing rules."
6. Article 179: specific trigger level for the application of the disturbance clause in respect of olive oil

Declaration concerning Article 179(b) to be made by the Commission:

"The Commission considers that a price rise of less than 1,6 times the respective average prices should not be considered as a significant price rise within the meaning of Article 179(b) of this Regulation."
__________________
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