Comments from the Hungarian delegation concerning the new Management Committee in accordance with Article 188 of the Proposal

Overall, Hungary welcomes and supports the simplification of the CMO management committee system. The delegation agrees with the Declaration of the Commission (DS 372/07, Annex II): underlines the importance of the Management Committee procedure for the smooth functioning of the CAP. The Management Committee and its meetings shall indeed be organised so as to ensure the particularities of the areas covered by the single Common Market Organisation are duly and perfectly taken into account.

For this express purpose, we cannot support the Commission’s proposal written in the Non Paper (DS 296/07). Taking into account those ideas the committee could not technically ensure the appropriate expertise and experience on the side of the Member States. The Declaration is a good step to the right way, but in accordance with the Austrian delegation, we need legal guarantees. In the other hand one big section covering all the 21 CMO’s could scarcely function without major disturbances.

The Hungarian delegation therefore proposes a smooth simplification of the system between the current situation and the proposal of the Non Paper.

a) First of all, we propose a 4+1 section system replacing the current 21 committees.

1) first section (meat products) covers: beef and veal, sheepmeat and goatmeat, pigmeat, poultrymeat and eggs, honey

2) second section (plant products) covers: cereals, seeds,  raw tobacco, flax and hemp

3) third section (fruits and vegetables): fresh and processed fruits and vegetables, wines, hops, olive oils and table olives

4) fourth section („quota” policies): sugar, milk and milk products 

+ fifth section (horizontal issues): horizontal questions, trade mechanisms

Furthermore, we underline the importance to maintain the current scheme of the CMO specific expert groups.

b) As for the reimbursement of travel expenses, we would like to cover two delegates per section meeting. Thereto we propose to maintain the current system of reimbursement of members of the expert groups: one expert per meeting.

c) We consider the importance of the appropriate preparation for the meetings, the delegates and experts need to get the agenda and other documents in due time. It would be enough to send all the documents to the Member States five working days before the meeting. It could be useful to send these data on the three working languages (English, French and German) of the European Union.

The Hungarian delegation tends to reach the compromise as soon as possible. We think, this proposal ensures a right step moving toward the best solution.     

