24. Simplification of Council Regulation (EC) No 2597/97 of 18 December 1997 laying down additional rules on the common organization of the market in milk and milk products for drinking milk 

	Sector concerned


	Milk and milk products sector


	Measure / legal basis


	Council Regulation (EC) No 2597/97 of 18 December 1997 laying down additional rules on the common organization of the market in milk and milk products for drinking milk 



	Type of action

(horizontal / sectoral)
	Sectoral 

	Description of action


	Amendment of the rules concerning the production and marketing of drinking milk. 
Scope: drinking milk
Measure under consideration: The current rules provide for three categories of drinking milk: 

- Skimmed milk (0.5% fat or less)

- Semi-skimmed milk (between 1.5% and 1.8% fat)

- Whole milk (3.5% fat or more) 

However temporary derogations have been laid down. Against that background and for reasons of simplification a more flexible approach could be introduced in the regulation by allowing fat contents outside the 3 above mentioned categories.


	Simplification impact


	Simplification of the application of the marketing rules for the dairy industry while maintaining clear information for consumers.


	Implementation

(decision making process)


	Article 37 (CE)

	Timing


	2007 
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