22. Selection of farms to have an on the spot check before the total control population is known
	Sector concerned
	Direct payments

	Measure / legal basis


	Article 26-27 of Commission Regulation (EC) 796/2004 laying down detailed rules for the implementation of cross compliance, modulation, and the integrated administration and control system. 

	Type of action
	Horizontal (selection of farms that will be subject to on-the-spot checks)

	Description of action


	The above Article 26 establishes the obligation to have on-the-spot checks on certain percentages of farms that ask for support. Implicitly this means that the control sample can only be selected when all applications have been made. 

It is proposed to provide for the possibility of making partial selections for checks earlier in the year on the basis of the information then available, e.g. holders of payment entitlements and holders of milk quota.

	Simplification impact


	For national administrations such a proposal would allow a more efficient use of control staff and thus it would save costs.

	Implementation

(decision making process)
	Commission Regulation. Legal basis: Council Regulation (EC) 1782/2003

	Timing
	End of 2007


