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–
Comments received from delegations


Further to the meeting of the Working Party on Horizontal Agricultural Questions (Simplification of the CAP) on 2 and 3 May 2007, delegations will find attached in Annex, the comments received from the Greek delegation. 

______________

ANNEX

COMMENTS FROM THE GREEK DELEGATION
Recitals and Annexes (related to art.110) 

1.
"Whereas"

For reasons of better transferring in clause (50), the main objective of the rules of Council Reg. (EEC) 1898/87, we propose the following rephrasing: 


Several legal instruments have been put in place to regulate the marketing and designation of milk, milk products and other fats. They pursue the objective to improve the position of milk and milk products on the market on the one hand and to ensure a fair competition between spreadable fats of milk and non-milk origin on the other, both to the benefit of producers and consumers. The rules contained in Council Regulation (EEC) No 1898/87 of 2 July 1987 on the protection of designations used in marketing milk and milk products aim at protecting the natural composition of milk and milk products the interests of Community producers and consumers and at establishing conditions of competition between milk products and competing products in the field of product designation, labelling and advertising which avoid any distortion. Council Regulation (EC) No 2597/97 of 18 December 1997 laying down additional rules on the common organisation of the market in milk and milk products for drinking milk provides for rules aimed at guaranteeing a high quality of drinking milk and products which fulfil consumers’ needs and wishes, thus stabilising the market concerned and providing the consumer with high quality drinking milk. Council Regulation (EC) No 2991/94 of 5 December 1994 laying down standards for spreadable fats sets out the marketing standards for the milk and non-milk products concerned with a clear and distinct classification accompanied by rules on designation. In line with the objectives of the present Regulation, these rules should be maintained without changes.

2.
Article 110 "Marketing standards for milk and milk products"

Although paragraph 2 refers to milk falling within CN code 0401, which includes milk from any animal species (e.g. sheep and goat), it also cites Annex XI "MARKETING OF MILK FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION", where milk is defined as "the produce of the milking of one or more cows". The above mentioned provision creates confusion, implying that sheep and goat milk, which is marketed in some European countries, should comply with the provisions of Annex XI.


We propose paragraph 2 of article 110 to be substituted by the following:


"2. Without prejudice to measures for the protection of public health, cows’ milk intended for human consumption may only be marketed within the Community in accordance with the provisions of Annex XI."
3.
Annex X

3.1. The title of the Annex X should be the same as that of Council Reg. (EEC) 1898/87 meaning "on the protection of designations used in marketing of milk and milk products" 


3.2. At part II paragraph 1 second indent, it should be clearly stated that it concerns milk for human consumption. We propose to replace the existing phrase as follows: "However, when it is for human consumption, the term "milk" may be used:". Alternatively the section: 


"However, the term "milk" may be used:


(a)
for milk treated without altering its composition or for milk the fat content of which is standardised under Article 110(2) in conjunction with Annex XI; 


(b)
in association with a word or words to designate the type, grade, origin and/or intended use of such milk or to describe the physical treatment or the modification in composition to which it has been subjected, provided that the modification is restricted to an addition and/or withdrawal of natural milk constituents." 


should be transferred to Annex XI "MARKETING OF MILK FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION" as part of the definition of "milk", since both regulations (Reg. EEC 1898/87 and Reg. EC 2597/97) are integrated in a single Regulation.  

4.
In addition to the above comments please allow us to get back to the comment we had made about honey and artificial honey in the message dated 5.04.07 

(quote: par. 2.1 "At paragraph 1, point a, there is a reference to Part I of Annex I.  At d), CN 1702 there is the term "artificial honey, whether or not mixed with natural honey". This term should be deleted, because, according to Council Directive 2001/110/EC of 20 December 2001 relating to honey, there are no "honey substitutes"; there are only "sweetening substances". Consequently, we believe that the term "artificial honey, whether or not mixed with natural honey" should be replaced by the term "sweetening substances, whether or not mixed with natural honey"). 

At Annex III, Part VIII: Definitions concerning the apiculture sector there is the definition of "Honey" and no reference to natural or artificial honey.

We believe that there should be no reference to the above terms in this regulation. 

We therefore propose the use of terms honey and sweetening substances in place of natural and artificial honey accordingly. 
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