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	General Secretariat

	to:
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	Subject:
	Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing a common organisation of agricultural markets and on specific provisions for certain agricultural products

–
Comments received from delegations


Further to the meeting of the Working Party on Horizontal Agricultural Questions (Simplification of the CAP) on 11 and 12 April 2007, delegations will find in the Annex further comments received from the French delegation.

______________

ANNEX

COMMENTS FROM THE FRENCH DELEGATION

Article 109: 

The French delegation points out that the definition of marketing standards and whether or not they are mandatory is a key component of market organisation.
The mandatory nature and the definition by the Council of marketing standards for eggs and poultrymeat must therefore be retained.

The current rules could be reproduced in the form of annexes to the Council Regulation defining the single CMO.
Article 118:
The proposed wording for the new Article 118a meets the French delegation's concerns.

However, in Article 118(a) the current wording: "…economic activities linked to the production of, and/or trade in, and/or processing" should be used to define interbranch organisations, as simply "…or…" could be construed as exclusive.

Article 124: 

The import licence requirement is necessary both to ensure compliance with quotas and, for non‑quota products, to monitor market developments.  It is essential to guarantee Community preference and the organisation of the markets concerned.  The Council should therefore decide, as for the other important CMO mechanisms, whether or not this requirement is to apply to the sectors concerned.

Regarding an export licence requirement, France thinks that some flexibility is possible.  It nevertheless considers that if they were abolished there should be genuine guarantees that the markets concerned would be closely analysed and any potential risks examined.  It feels that such guarantees are not provided by a committee procedure and it would be preferable to follow a standard procedure in view of the issues involved.
Articles 135 et 137: 
See note to the Presidency and the Council Secretariat distributed separately.

Article 153: 

France endorses the comments and the proposal by Spain (see MD 320/07 of 10 April 2007) to replace "measures decided on" by "decisions taken" to make it possible, where necessary, to refer back to the Council both the measure taken by the Commission and any decision by the Commission not to introduce measures.

Moreover, in view of the volatility of certain markets and their interpenetration with the Community market, France considers it useful to provide for safeguard measures for exports.  It would seem unwise to abandon this tool and it urges the Commission and the Presidency not to overlook the objective of supplying the internal market, which is an integral part of the aims assigned by the Treaty to the CAP.  It has no doubt at all that the arrangements proposed by the Commission do not as they stand provide sufficient guarantees in this respect. 
Article 160: 

The CMOs for beef and veal, milk and rice, in particular, stipulate that the refund is to be granted only if the products are of Community origin.

This condition should be specified in the single CMO and not left to the discretion of the Commission.
Article 188: 
The current wording of Article 188 and the document circulated by the Commission are not sufficient to guarantee that the level of sectoral expertise essential for the opinions that Member States' representatives will be required to give within this Management Committee can be maintained.
France considers that maintaining a high level of expertise and sectoral input is necessary not only for proper institutional functioning but also for protecting the financial interests of the Community, and that the Commission proposal does not ensure proper governance of the market instruments of the CAP.   It feels that while a note verbale would be genuinely useful, it does not offer the requisite legal guarantees that the new body will operate correctly and that matters will be dealt with satisfactorily.

The wording of this article should therefore be amended to make formal provision for the creation of committees or subcommittees dealing with large production/market sectors, ensuring that these bodies' decision-making procedures are efficient and are complied with and that sufficient resources are allocated for their operation.
Article 190: 

France contests the provisions of this article, the scope of which is not precisely defined.  Council Regulations may be repealed by the Council itself as they become obsolete.
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