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ADDENDUM TO MEETING DOCUMENT
	from:
	General Secretariat

	to:
	delegations

	No. Cion prop.:
	16715/06 - COM(2006) 822 final

	Subject:
	Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing a common organisation of agricultural markets and on specific provisions for certain agricultural products

– Comments received from delegations


Further to the meeting of the Working Party on Horizontal Agricultural Questions (Simplification of the CAP) on 29 and 30 March 2007, delegations will find attached in Annex, the comments received from the French delegation.
______________

ANNEX

COMMENTS FROM THE FRENCH DELEGATION

Article 2:
The French delegation repeats its request for the definition of certain terms to be added to this Article, in particular:

– reference price

– intervention price.

Article 4:
The French delegation wonders whether it is necessary to define the rules for implementing Article 2, which concerns definitions.

Since it is a question of taking over existing mechanisms which have been in operation for some time, there does not seem to be any justification for clarifying the existing definitions either now or in the future.

Article 9:
The French delegation deplores the fact that the Commission has not seen fit to take into account at this stage the position expressed within the Council by a very large majority of Member States concerning retention of the provisions on intervention for pigmeat.  If confirmed, the Commission's position will have an impact on the quality of the dialogue with the Member States and could block further examination of the proposal.

Article 28:
The idea of a tendering procedure for aid for the private storage of skimmed milk and cheeses does not exist in the current market organisation. It is a new one introduced in the single CMO.

The introduction of the possibility of tendering procedures has both legal and economic implications with regard to the conditions and consequences of the implementation of such procedures.

The French delegation would like an impact study to be carried out on these consequences. Failing that, it proposes that this political proposal be withdrawn for possible examination in a different framework.

Article 39:
The new proposal is not satisfactory.


For bovine animals:


The definitions of (half) carcases and especially of presentation are not included in Annex IIIb. The transfer of competence remains unaltered with regard to these two points: see Article 40(k), (i) and (ii).


The presentation of carcases is a sensitive subject, especially in the bovine sector: the Community presentation affects not only the weights of carcases on weighing but also the conditions for chilling. It therefore has a direct effect on the price paid to producers.


For swine:

Annex IIIb takes over only part of Council Regulation (EEC) No 3220/84 determining the Community scale for grading pig carcases. Thus the following no longer fall within the Council's competence:


–
the definition of "pig carcase", the rules on presentation of carcases before grading and the rules for weighing carcases;


–
the cases where exemptions from the requirement to grade carcases can be granted to certain slaughterhouses;


–
the procedures for determining the lean-meat content (ratio of muscle weight to carcase weight);


–
the requirement to mark carcases in accordance with the grading system (E, U, R …);


–
the possibility for the MS to derogate from the requirement to mark carcases in cases specified by the Council.


A certain number of provisions remain within the Commission's competence. The nature of the transferred elements (definitions, rules on weighing carcases…) reduces the scope of the addition of point B of Annex IIIb: at the very least the definitions in Regulation No 3220/84 should be included in Annex IIIb (point B) of  the CMO Regulation.


The determination of the lean-meat content of pig carcases is a crucial element in defining the price of carcases. Any change in the rules can affect commercial relations between producers and slaughterers in France. This is a sensitive subject, which was raised in 2006 when the Commission Regulation implementing Council Regulation No 3220/84 was amended.
Article 40:
The proposed amendment is not satisfactory with regard to subparagraphs k(i) and k(ii).

See comment concerning Article 39.

Article 47:
A definition of the purchase terms for sugar beet should be reintroduced into the Council Regulation. 

Indeed, the definition of these criteria plays a key role in the organisation of relations between operators and hence the management of the markets. 

As provided for in the amended Presidency draft for the definition of the standard quality of sugar, this information should be included in the annex, which could incorporate the current provision of Regulation No 318/2006. This provision allows the Commission to adapt the annex if necessary.

Article 51:
France agrees with the comment made by other delegations on the need to maintain the possibility of such provisions being applied to the livestock sector.

It therefore repeats its request to reintroduce the subparagraph "measures to improve stock breeding" in the existing CMOs for beef and veal and for sheepmeat and goatmeat.

In certain sectors (fruit and vegetables and wine in particular) these measures form an integral part of the CMO and are decided by the Council. France therefore repeats its comment on the need to give a reminder of the Council's competence in this Article:


"Without prejudice to the measures taken by the Council and in order to encourage action by trade organisations and joint trade organisations to facilitate the adjustment of supply to market requirements, with the exception of action relating to withdrawal from the market, the Commission may take the following measures in respect of the live plants, beef and veal, pigmeat, sheep meat and goat meat, eggs and poultry sectors: [....]"

Article 62:
Like the Netherlands delegation, France renews its request that the definition of "available quota" in subparagraph (k) repeat the wording of Article 5(k) of Regulation No 1788/2003, namely: "… for which the levy is calculated …".

Article 88:
Regulation No 1673/2000 provides for the Commission to submit a report examining the possibility of extending processing aid for short fibre.

The French delegation would like the Commission to give guarantees, if necessary in a statement, concerning the submission of this report and the reexamination of the provisions of this Article, since the wording here amounts to proposing that the Council ratify a situation which it had decided to review in the light of this report before the present Regulation enters into force.
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