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- Comments received from delegations


With a view to the meeting of the Working Party on Horizontal Agricultural Questions (Simplification of the CAP) on 29 and 30 March 2007, delegations will find attached in Annex, the comments received from the Dutch delegation.
______________

ANNEX

COMMENTS FROM THE DUTCH DELEGATION

for amendment regarding articles 1-108
	Article
	Comments

	14

paragraph 1
	NL would like the Commission to consider amending article 14, paragraph 1, regarding two points:

1. Legally is not clear what is meant by a ‘representative period’.

2. In the current text there is still a legal obligation to open public intervention in the period 1 March to 31 August when the maket price for butter is less than 92% of the reference price outside the period 1 March to 31 August.



	52, paragraph 1


	NL would like to ask the Commission to reintroduce a quota system for potatoe starch.

	62 paragraph l (formerly k)


	Nl would like the Commission to consider the following amendment:

‘availiable quota’ means the quota available to producers on 31 March of the twelvemonth period for which the quota is established for which the super levy is calculated, taking account….’

Clarification:

Adjustment in accordance with article 5, paragraph k, of Regulation 1788/2003 of 29 September 2003 establishing a levy in the milk and milk products sector.


	67, paragraph 3


	NL would like the Commission to consider the following amendment:

‘The reference fat content shall be altered during the conversion referred to in Article 64(2) and where quotas are acquired, transferred or temporarily transferred, under rules laid down by the Commission.’ 

Clarification:

In article 9, third paragraph, Regulation 1788/2003 of 29 September 2003 establishing a levy in the milk and milk products sector, is stated that the Commission, assisted by a management committee, sets up rules in which is laid down how and when the reference fat content shall be altered and where quotas are acquired or transferred. The current text of the proposal doesn’t mention these (implementing)rules, an implicit consequence could be that one interprets this as a competence of Council, since article 82 of the proposal doesn’t mention explicitly that the Commission, assisted by the management committee, shall adopt detailed rules on this matter. Of course article 82 of the proposal refers to detailed rules, in particular regarding certain issues (so there is no limitation in adopting implementing rules) but in order to make clear that there are rules which have to be followed in this regard and to make a clear distinction between Commission and Council competence it is necessary to mention the Commission competence either in article 67, paragraph 3, or in article 82 in a new paragraph. 


	71
	Dutch text only

NL would like the Commission to consider the following. In the heading of the article the word ‘land’ should be replaced by the word ‘grond’. 

Clarification:

The word ‘land’ isn’t mentioned again, but the word ‘grond’ is. 



	75


	NL would like the Commission to consider the following amendment:

‘Member States shall be liable to the Community  for the surplus levy resulting from overruns of the national quota. , The surplus levy shall be determined nationally and separately for deliveries and direct sales and between 16 October and 30 November following the twelve-month period concerned, . The Member States shall pay it,  the EAGF within the limit of 99% of the amount due between 16 October and 30 November following the twelve-month period concerned. , to the EAGF.

Clarification:

The word ‘determined’ in the original text of the proposal is not clear in reference. It should refer to the surplus levy, but could also refer to the national quota. The amendment is proposed in order to make a clear reference.



	Chapter II, Subsection II (articles 88-92)


	NL would like the Commission to consider taking over article 15, paragraph 3, to Regulation 1673/2000 of 27 July 2000 on the common organisation of the markets in flax and hemp grown for fibre.

‘The Commission shall submit a report to the European Parliament and the Council, if necessary accompanied by proposals, in sufficient time to allow the implementation of the proposed measures during the 2008/2009 marketing year. 

The report shall assess the impact of processing aid on producers, the processing industry and the market for textile fibres. It shall examine the possibility of extending processing aid for short fibre and hemp fibre and additional aid beyond the 2007/2008 marketing year, as well as the possibility of integrating this aid scheme in the general framework of support for farmers under the common agricultural policy laid down by Regulation No 1782/2003.’

Clarification:

Since Regulation 1673/2000 will be repealed as from 1 July 2008, a legal basis for the report has to be provided for. 

This would also be in logical line of reasoning regarding article 175, paragraph 2 in relation to article 8, paragraph 2 in Regulation 1947/2005.  



	102 paragraph 2 (b)
	NL would like the Commission to consider replacing the word ‘trade’ by ‘marketing’. This would be in line with article 104 of the proposal (‘marketing structure’) and with article 1, third paragraph (b) of Regulation 797/2004 of 26 April 2004 on measures improving general conditions for the production and marketing of apiculture products. 
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