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	General Secretariat

	to :
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	No. Cion prop.:
	doc. 16715/06 - COM(2006) 822 final

	Subject :
	Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing a common organisation of agricultural markets and on specific provisions for certain agricultural products

- Comments received from the delegations


Further to the meeting of the Working Party on Horizontal Agricultural Questions (Simplification of the CAP) on 6 and 7 February 2007, delegations will find attached in Annex, the comments received from the Irish delegation.
______________

ANNEX

COMMENTS FROM THE IRISH DELEGATION
Article 9 – Products eligible for public intervention

Ireland believes that the proposal to preclude the possibility of pig-meat intervention is a significant policy change outside the scope of this proposal and therefore should be the subject of a separate policy discussion in the Council.

Article 28(2) Eligible Products for Optional Aid to Private Storage

The proposal provides the Commission with the possibility of setting an aid for private storage of cheese and skimmed milk powder by way of a tendering procedure. Currently the aid level 'shall be fixed in the light of storage costs and the likely trend in prices' and is set annually by the Milk Management Committee.  Ireland opposes any proposal to change the current method of fixing the aids in these sectors.

Article 39 – Carcase Classification

The proposal provides for the transfer of competence from the Council to the Commission in respect of carcase classification in the beef and veal, pig-meat and sheep-meat and goat meat sectors.  Ireland considers that the current arrangements in respect of carcase classification are functioning well. Carcase classification is a key element in setting of prices for intervention, the valuation of carcases and in setting marketing standards in these sectors.  Ireland therefore considers that the definitions in respect of classification of carcases are a politically sensitive issue and should remain within the competence of the Council.

For the same reasons, in the context of setting reference prices for intervention (Article 7(1)), Ireland believes that the competence for setting the standard quality of pig and bovine carcases should be maintained in the Council.
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